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MP calls

for action
ON Crimes

Identity theft is increasing in
the UK, says Mark Atherton

AM MP has called for the auto-
matic prosecution of identity
thieves after Times Money
reparted that one of his constit-
uenis had suffered a double
Blow at their hands

Money broke the news that
HllETﬂn‘.‘l:l-:_"F_u rederel corailt-
ing enginesr from Gramge-
maouth, Central Scotland, had
been chased by a credit card
company and a mail-order
business for debts that he did
nat awe after falling prey ta
bwio separate jdentity thieves,

A pair of fraudsters siole
his pessanal detatls to obtain a
Capital One card, while Shop
Direct mistakenly pursued
him for debts mm up by an-
other Mr Tomance claiming
the same date of birth,

Mo e has been prosecut-
ed despite Mr Torrance having
kelped Lothian and Boeders
Police to track doswn the credit
card fraudsters.

Now Michaed Connarty,

the Labour MF for Falkirk

East, the constbuency in
which Mr Torrunee |ves, has
called an the police and finan-
cial groups to take a much
harder line with identity frawed-
slers. “The way to stop this

The precautions

M Destroy o documents
that contain personal
getails before deposing of
thesm, irnvest in a home
shredder, which can cost
g5 Bitle as £15,

B Mever disclose your
onfing passwords of your
parsonal identification
numiber (P for your bank
o cridit cands,

Do not revesl your
getalls ower the phone
without checking the other
parson's Mentity.

W Keep documenits locked
or hidden at home. Mever
la@oa them i your vehicls,

W Check your bank and
cridit card Sstatemens
regularly for any suspicious
enlras,

B Sign up to an online
cradit file monitodng
Service, such as
MyCalleredit, which aflows
you o koak ot your file 24
heours & dary,

type of erime |3 to start auto-
matic prosecution of the crimi-
nals who carry it oot.”
Identity theft in the UK is
increasing. The number  of
cases rose 17 per cent to 50,455
last year, companed with 20

Criminals recently fned to |

stesal froem Ricky Gervais, the
star of the BBC comedy The
(yfice, after obtaining some of
his confidential details.

Steven  Philippschn, a
senior partner at Philippsohn
Crawfonds Berwald, a City law
firm, says "In the Kicky Ger-
viis s, it was fortunate that
the plat was folled owing toa
fan of The Office thinking the
transaction was suspicious.

“lt takes onky simple infor-
mation, such as a date of birth,
an address, 3 mather's maiden
narme and passwornds b con-
duet this kind of fravd How-
ever, it falls to the victm to
establish his innocence.”

Mr Connarty says: "1, too, |

have suffered from identity
theft and, like Mr Tomance, [
wig bald Lhat thas was a vicline-
less enme That B complete
nonsense, Mr Torrance has
had his Hfe tumed upside
down by these criminals. |
have written to Lothian and
Borders Police asking why it is
not doing more to prosecute
the wdentsty thieves,

“Shop [Hrect and Capital
Cine also have a lot to answer
for. In Capital One's case, it
failed to make sufficient
checks to stop an identity thief
oblaining a credit card in Mr
Tomance's name, while Shop

Direct wrongly chased M |

Toamance for payment of debls
that e did not owe To make
matters worse, it then wrongly
placed a black mark on Mr
Torrance’s credit file”

Capital One says that it is
unable to explain how the

identity thieves evaded ifs |

normal checks, but it inssts
that il i5 ready to co-operate
with the police,

Shop Direct says that it

mistakenly linked the genuine |

Mr Torrance with another
person using the same name
It has mow called off the debt
collectors and removed the
clebt entry from his credit fibe,

Lathian and Borders Polioe
says that §f it believes it has
identified frawdsters, they will
ke reported to the Procurator
Fizcal, the prosecuting service

Na laughlng
matter:
Richy
Gorvals, the
comedian,
noardy
bocama tho
wlctim of
Identity
erime altar
his personal
detalls
ware stolen

The aftermath

B Contact your kenders
immeadiately and keep a
recond of comsersations.

M Ensure that they remove

amy information about the
fraudubant accolnt from
your credit fise,

B Report the Incident to
the polica and obtain a
crime referencs nurmbser,
W Register with CIFAS, a
LUK fraud prevention
sandce, 1o help 1o protect
you in the futuee.




